Release date: November 21, 2000
For more information contact: Hope Williams
Phone: (202) 586-5806

Energy Department Announces Preferred Alternativefor Nuclear
I nfrastructure

The Department of Energy today announced its preferred dternative for the Find Nuclear Infrastructure
Programmatic Environmenta Impact Statement (NI-PEIS) which will be formaly issued to the publicin
mid-December. The NI-PEIS was devel oped to help the department prepare for future missons,
including nuclear technology research & development, medica isotope production, and production of
Pu-238 to support future U.S. space exploration. A record of decision will be issued in January 2001.

"The department remains committed to its core nuclear science and technology role” said Secretary of
Energy Bill Richardson. "Using our current facilities, we expect to meet the nation's foreseeable needs
for yearsto come.”

The department's preferred dternative consists of the following three mgjor components:

. The department will useits existing facilities to the extent possble and consider
opportunities to enhance its current infrastructure to maximize the agency's ability to address
future mission needs.

. The department will develop a conceptud design and a research program for an Advanced
Accderaor Applications facility to perform future research and testing, for which Congress
has provided funding in FY 2001.

. The preferred dternative anticipates permanent deectivation of the Fast FHux Test Fecility
(FFTF) at the Hanford Site, near Richland Wash. Commitments from the private and
public sectors were not sufficient to judtify restarting FFTF or building new facilities at this
time.



The preferred dternative anticipates resumption of domestic production of Pu-238 using the Advanced
Test Reactor in Idaho and the High Flux Isotope Reactor in Tennessee. The preferred dternative
includes processing of the Pu-238 targets at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

Moreover, the department will continue its efforts to make the current infrastructure available for
medica research isotope production. The department will continue to work with the private sector to
respond to emerging medica isotope needs.
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